It may not have been the
immediate answer they were
looking for, but residents along
Manorwood Drive can be as-
sured that their complaints did

‘not go unnoticed among the
Kernersville Board of Aldermen.

During Tuesday’s Board of
Aldermen meeting, aldermen

e
amount of noise and light com-
ing frem Deere-Hitachi on West
Mountain Street at all hours of
the night. The aldermen told the
citizens they would take their

- concerns back to Deere-Hitachi

and encourage them to take ap-
propriate action. ‘
“I hate there ism’t more we

can do in the immediate future,

e e

we can for you,” said Alderman
Kenny Crews. “We will continue
to do our research to find the
proper solution because we nee
to do it right.”

Alderman Irving Neal echoed
those remarks.

“We want to make things

See “Deere-Hitachi” Page 7
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A new look
Town approves changing signage in parks
 regarding firearms

By WenpY FreemaN Davis
Features & News Editor

Kernersville aldermen vot-

change the Town of Kern-

statewide gdns rights group.
Grass Roots North Carolina

. [(GRNC) took issue with the
~ signs last month, all of which

tate “No Ftrearms or oth-
er Weapons Alicwe& s:}n Thzs

ed unanimously Tuesday night

Property,” before referencing
the section of the Town’s cade
of ordinances that addresses
the matter.

In the ordinance, only two

exceptions are made to the s
ban on firearms insi ‘

er for those who legally hoid :

conceal carry permits.
Under state law, conceal car

ry permit holders are aﬂowed i
to carry their weapons on

parks, hiking/biking trails at
all times and on athletic fields

when there is not a Town spon-
: seraé event taking place.

C&meal carry holders are
mhxb;ted from carrying

play» 9

and  concession
; the complex’s multi-
all and baseball fields,

Angela Fuller, founder ef Fot

the association, Holden Fuller, !
See story below. (Photo contrit
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Features & News Editor i
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Kernersville resident Joyce Kraw-
iec, who serves as the vice chair- s¢
woman of the state GOP, was nom- &
inated Tuesday night to fill the N.C. e
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signs& ‘

Continued from Page 1

including the playing fields,
sidelines, restrooms, dugouts,
bleachers, stands and conces-
sion stands; and the lacrosse
fields and their sidelines.

Concealed handguns are

also not allowed at swimming -

pools, including any second-
ary facilities used for dressing,
storage of personal items or
other uses related to the swim-
ming pool.

Members of the GRNC have
said they do not have a prob-
lem with the Town’s actual
ordinance regulating weapons
in parks; however, they have
taken exception to the usage of
the term “No Firearms” on the
signs inside Kernersville parks,

~ arguing that the signs imply no

firearms at all, even to conceal
carry permit holders.

On the other hand, Town of-
ficials have argued in response
that conceal carry permit hold-
ers should be aware of the laws
regarding where they are per-
mitted to carry their weapons
and where they are not, and
that because the Kernersville
park signs list the specific ordi-
nance regarding weapons, the
signs are in compliance with
state law.

In a letter to Mayor Dawn
Morgan in December, GRNC

President Paul Valone made

the organization’s concerns
regarding the signs clear, say-
ing they should be removed
to bring the Town into com-
pliance with state law. Valone

~ also said if the signs were not

removed, GRNC would begin
costly legal action against the
Town. A few days later, he is-
sued an alert to members to

contact Kernersville officials

in protest and attend the al-
dermen’s January 7 meeting at
Town Hall. ‘

Qeveral

GGRNC  members

Above are evampf les of the language in the park signs

regarding firearms at town apprcved by the Board of Aldermen

on Tuesday night.

to the Ivey M. Redmon Sports
Complex and a third to be
placed at the fields inside the
complex, each providing in
lengthy detail where conceal
carry permit holders may en-
ter with their weapons,

“If you want that much
verbage on your sign, this is
fine,” directed Wolfe.

Town Manager Curtis
Swisher estimated that the
Town would need 12 of the
* first signs for the parks, two of

tha comnn A fav antvancoc at the

as well as Andy Stevens, of
Greensboro, who spoke as a
representative of the organi-
zation. Kernersville resident
Harvey Pulliam also spoke in
support of the GRNC and its
efforts.

McClellan, Reese and Ste-
vens all said they were hap-

_ py with the direction of the
three

discussion, with all
abandoning their planned
statements in light of the:de-

velopments.,
“T Aa not nlan on egiving

Triad Park, rules and regula-
tions signs still prohibit fire-

arms.

Reese told the Board that
he was happy with what he

. was seeing from the Board in

regard to changing the signs.
Reese also said he didn’t recall
that the signs had to be put up
in the first place.

“Stevens called the change
“favorable,” saying the current
signs are illegal and would be
contested in court. He, too,
questioned the placement of
the signs in the first place.

“Just because you can do
something doesn’t mean you

need to,” said Stevens.

Stevens said the GRNC
is a volunteer organization,
with 15,000 active members
and 90,000 members state-
wide fighting for the rights
of 400,000 conceal carry per-

" mit holders who live in N.C.

and with competent attorneys

~ ready to argue the legality of

the matter in court.
In the organization’s cam-
paign against Kernersville’s

_signs, GRNC letters and emails

described Town officials as
taunting gun owners, said
Neal, with Alderman Trac-
ey Shifflette taking offense at
the Board being called “hooli-
gans.”

“When you devolve to name
calling like hooligans, I don’t
appreciate it,” said Shifflette.

Neal wanted to know if
GRNC was going to be as ag-
gressive with other munici-
palities as members had been
with Kernersville.

“Yes,” responded Stevens,
saying GRNC will respond
when violating signs are dis-
covered.

“As a conceal carry permit
holder, I support your efforts,

i
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Several GRNC members
and re ‘esentatwes were pres;

al ask that
the Board approve altering the
signs, although his remark “a
little bit” might have been an
understatement.

Neal said that while he trusts
Town Attorney John G. Wolfe,
III and his assertion that the
current signs are in compliance
with state law, he wanted to see
if the Board could do some-
thing to change the signs re-
garding conceal carry permits.

Wolfe directed the aldermen
to look at three new signs that
had been drafted, with one to
be placed at the entrances to all
of Kernersville’s parks, anoth-*
er to be placed at the entrance

fﬁ%\ gg&séa% m%h Af%i
ing to h  fields, with perhaps an addi-

SALOV FLRIIT AL LT PALRY, LWU U1
‘the second for entrances at the
‘sports;:complex.and. another-

tional five ordered as spares.

“We could have a couple
extra on hand in case one gets
damaged,” said Swisher.

Parks and Recreation De-
partment Director Ernie Pages
said it would take between two

-and two-and-a-half weeks for
the signs to be manufactured
but they could be up in a cou-
ple of days. None of the alder-
men questioned or mentioned
the cost of the signs.

GRNC members who ad-
dressed the Board included
Kernersville residents Bob

McClellan, who first brought

the issue to the attention of
the GRNC, and Brian Reese,

VEIOPIMENTS,,
“I do not plan on giving
your-my dissertation- béecz;usa

J2:0f she third; onithe,athletic .of the pesisivemavementd sce,. |

on this Board,” said McClelan.

o thmk it is a bit over-com-

phcated but it is acceptable to
me.”

McClellan noted that signs

at Triad Park prohibiting fire-
arms were rectified with the

simple application of brown

duct tape, to which Neal re-
. sponded curtly.

“We’re not going to operate
this town with duct tape,” Neal
said sharply in response.

Neal and Swisher pointed
out that none of the signs in
seven surrounding municipal-
ities are the same, even inside
their own boundaries. Swisher
said that while duct tape has
changed some of the signs at

U.S. postage stamp will in-
crease on Sunday, January
26 from 46 to 49 cents and
postcard postage rates will
increase from 33 to 34 cents,
according to the U.S. Postal
Service (USPS). :
Customers can continue

COSt mcreases .

ik

to use the Forever Stamps}
after the 2014 U.S. stamp -

The USPS said the "rate”

Postage increase

Prices will increase on January 26

The price of a first ciass‘

increases are intended to
generate $2 billion in incre-
mental annual revenue for
the Postal Service.

In a letter issued to cus-
tomers, Board of Governors
Chairman Mickey Barnett

. described the “precarious
financial condition” of the
JUSPS and the “uncertain
path toward enactment of
postal reform legislation”
‘as primary réasons far seek-

ing price changes above
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) increase. He also said
the price adjustment above
the CPI increase is needed
to ensure the USPS will be
able to maintain and con-.
tinue the development of
postal services of the-type
and quality Americans need,
the USPS said.
FPor more
visit usps.com.

information,

. Unemployment rates
Qnot seasonally  adjusted)
decreased 'in 91 of N.C’s
counties in November and
increased in nine. All 14 of -
the state’s metro areas. ex-
perienced rate decreases, ac-
«zordmg to state data reieased ;
. @n Thursday. . e
Scotland County

Tt anealiadean Tk

ﬂ“\;‘ hichacot :

Unemployment rates

November figures released for November

‘Hill at 5.1 percent had the

rate at 13.5 percent. Orange
County had the lowest at 4.3
percent. Among the Metro
areas, Rocky Mountat 10 per-
cent experienced the highest
rate and Durham-Chapel

lowest according to the data

sonally ad)usted statewxde
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*Convenient to 1-40
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°Laundry Room ‘f\f
* Swimming Pool §
*Playgrounds %:‘Z'
*Furnished Units ‘?k
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checkbook. It's also a good v
thing wrong, the faster you ¢
the damage). On the other h
banking error, you may be ot
have 60 days from the date :
or in print} to contact your fin

¢ Pay attention to your dail
human beings still make mis!
price, or for a store clerk to p
our “hurry-up” culture doesn’l
credit card transactions your
lars there can add up to a sig
routine financial transactions
checkout register. Do the me:
measure, check the receipt ft

point out the error so it can b

» Save your receipts. Your ¢
monitor your accounts. If ther
amount — your receipt may be
merchants require a receipt ir
Finally, if you itemize busines
your deductibles and substan
like handling the Q&i&@%‘ reque

* Respect your cash fyouf
month, take note of how you s
for 2 week instead of using a.
you're spendlng You may be
grasp on how much you spen

These common sense remind
financial house in order as yot
further and meet with a financ
identify specific goafs for spen

*hito/ /wwaw, consum

Rondy Walker, is o f

ng. He specializes i
You can contact Randy ot
site af randy.k wolker@amp!

ﬁrc«kemge investment and financil odisory s
and SIPC.

Ameriprise financiol does nof grside v or le

Randy Walker -
4100 Mend
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the language in the park signs
1 approved by the Board of Aldermen
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as well as Andy Stevens, of
Greensboro, who spoke as a
representative of the organi-
zation. Kernersville resident
Harvey Pulliam also spoke in
support of the GRNC and its
efforts.

McClellan, Reese and Ste-
vens all said they were hap-

~ py with the direction of the
three

discussion, with all
abandoning their planned
statements in light of the;;ﬁde-
velopments,

“I do not plan on gwmg

Triad Park, rules and regula-
tions signs still prohibit fire-
arms. _

Reese told the Board that
he was happy with what he
was seeing from the Board in
regard to changing the signs.
Reese also said he didn’t recall
that the signs had to be put up
in the first place.

Stevens called the change
“favorable,” saying the current
signs are illegal and would be
contested in court. He, too,

questioned the placement of

the signs in the first place.
“Just because you can do
something doesn’t mean you
need to,” said Stevens.
Stevens said the GRNC
is a wvolunteer organization,
with 15,000 active members
and 90,000 members state-
wide fighting for the rights

_of 400,000 conceal carry per-

mit holders who live in N.C.
and with competent attorneys
ready to argue the legality of
the matter in court.

In the organization’s cam-
paign against Kernersville’s

_signs, GRNC letters and emails

described Town officials as
taunting gun, owners, said
Neal, with Alderman Trac-
ey Shifflette taking offense at
the Board being called “hooli-
gans.”

“When you devolve to name
calling like hooligans, I don’t
appreciate it,” said Shifflette.

Neal wanted to know if
GRNC was going to be as ag-
gressive with other munici-
palities as members had been
with Kernersville.

“Yes,” responded Stevens,
saying GRNC will respond
when violating signs are dis-
covered.

“As a conceal carry permltk

holder, I support your efforts,

Grass RootsNorth Carolina (GRNC) representative Andy
Stevens (left) and Kernersville resident and GRNC member
Brian Reese (right) both spoke at Tuesday night's Board
of Aldermen meeting about park signs regarding firearms
as well as about steps being taken to change the signs.
(Photo by Wendy Freeman Davis)

but the Town did not taunt

gun owners,” said Neal./

Neal made a motlon that
the Town change all its signs
regarding firearms in parks as
recommended by Wolfe, with
Shifflette seconding the mo-
tion. The money to purchase
-the signs will come out of the

fggg3’

Town’s general fund and the

change should be completed
in the next 30 days. The vote ~
among Board members to ap-
prove the measure was unani- -

mous, minus Mayor Pro Tem
Joe Pinnix, who missed Tues-
day night’s meeting due to
surgery.
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